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sem (IHRE is a Livelinfs, and 
1 Race of Spirit, which we 
commonly call Wie; but it 
is the Effet of Natural Ac- 
cident ; and depends, like a 
Machine, upon Order. and 
Parts, It is only the Re/ule 
of a Mixture of different 
Mt Humours: and of Animal 
i Spirits, finer and more deii- 

aaa cately agitated, than-ordina- 
ty; which imprint in their Paflage, a quick and /ively 
Senfe of Images; and animate by that Impreffion, the 
Vifage, Voice and Deportment. 


IT is merely by. this Quicknefs, and Heat of their 
Imagination, that witty Men furprize us. A {mart and 
{prightly Rbetorick ! A humorous Turn of Phrafe! A 
frank Vivacity of Mien! with a modifh Affefation of 
peculiar Looks, and Geffure, make the Aferie of their 
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ma MieCheraer. But thefe Men want, for the moft Part, 
ould BER both Strengthof AZind, and Penetration. Their /ma- 
agoi Mileyinations are thin, and de/icat: ; and play lightly on the 
pEx BRR Stirs of Obes: But they are roo weak for folid Rea- 
Tritt BiB fining; and, in any Thing, ab/tra@ed, and above the 
¢ In. Pitch of the Senfes, they are miferably Jmpotent, and 
mnvey gtow prefently weary. 
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ndet, THEY are the LADIES Favourites, however; 
of his HERby a Kind of Sympathy, or Refemblance: For, Women, 
being naturally of teeble Conftitutions, have their 
Brains of foft Confiftence.; with Fibres fine, and flen- 
ier; Apt and. Eafy to be mov’d, by the weakeft Agita- 
ions, They are /ubjed therefore, to their Senfes; and 
anting Force, to ftrike deeper, fet up for Judges of 
Medes, and Fafbions; and relifh nothing, bur what 
ontributes to their Pleafure, or their Ornament. They 
ave fix'd the Scandard of Wir, by certain Rules, of 
nis Tendency; and find nothing fo difficult, as to be- 
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4s, 10 eve, A Man can want it, who has fuch Charms for _ 
uch 4 bar Entertainment. : 
- who 

arnef Ned Volatile, a Member of our ASSEMBLY at 











ne Widow's, is a Foreman of this Species. With a) 
tat Extent of 500d Nature, he appears Void of Any 

s Facility to jeff and rally, tran{ports him, beyond 
ecency, to illuftrate Objects, or debafe “em 3 and, 
nthout Regard to Ceremony, Merit ot Condition, he 
utraéts Things, or magnifies them, when they fall in 
Way; ‘all he has adapted them to his Talent, of 
tenting every [hing ridiculoufly. 
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WR have the very Reverfe of this CharaGer, in the 
- Ft, the Reward of whofe Merit has been Oppreffien ary! 
7 [Price Two Pence. ] 


*k-hearted Major Stedfaft: a Brave, and Able Offic. 


Injuftice | yet, {0 firm is the manly Generofity of his 
Temper, that, at one and the fame Time, : he vindts 
cates his Character with the Boldnefs of an énjur'd 
Soldier ; and offers Arguments, in Excufe for the 
Raflnefs of his Ruiner! Imputring to Credulity, and 
the Malice of Mifreprefenters, what his Friends, Ail, 
confider as an Act of Violence and Barbarity. There 
is no Subje&, which he, oftner, or with more Pleafure, 
enlarges on, than the Great, and Noble Qualities, of 
the Man who has undone him! Nay, he talks, even of 
his Fuffice, with as much Warmth and Sersoufnefi, as 
if he had, himfelf, been oblig’d by it. 


THE Major and Ned’ Volatile, are the North and 
South Poles of our ASSEMBLY. Ned. fpeaks, and 
the Major thinks, The Firft is always pleas’d, but 
the Orher always pleafes. There is a Humanity in the 
re oh ‘ir, that never fails to mark him out, as the 

mmon Friend of the Company: And a kind of 
Majeftick Tendernefi in his Behaviour, gives him the 
Authority of their Father. He corrects, and appreves; 
with Opennefs; and is, ar once, fevere and amiable! 
There is a folemn Force and Weizht, in the Manner 
of his peaking, which feems to borrow it’s Equaisty, 
from the Steddine/s of his Principles. He eftcems, 
without Tranfport ; and condemns, withouc dnger: 
What is Fancy in Ned Volatile, is Reafon in the Major. 
The One has a Fudgmenr, that is Solid and Plain: 
Fhe Other an Jmagination, that is Sparkling and 
Wanton. 


IT is a very frequent, and agreeable Entertain- 
ment, which arifes to the ASSEMBLY out of the 
natural Oppofition, of thefe two CharaGers; who yet 
preferve a Decorum, by Effect of the Regard each has 
for the other. The Mayor loves Nea’s Chearfulnefs; 
but thinks him ¢viffing and impertinent: And Ned Ve- 
latile hears, with Reverence, the Wifdom of the AZe- 
ger; but would /ike him a great deal berer, if he 


would be merrier and more ngif. 


WE had lately the Pleafure of hearing, in a full 
Meeting, fome of the neweft Opera Songs, by a skiltul 
Italian L AD Y, who has been famous. on our Thea- 
tres; and is equally remarkable for the Sweetnefi of 
her Voice, and the Stiemgth of her Features! the is an 
Acquaintance of the Widow, who asked us, affoon as 
fhe was gone, our Opinion of rhis Perfon, to whom, 
we all knew her Partial. Ned Volatile prevented any 
Anfwer bur his Own; and defir’d, He might have Li- 
berry to give it, under his Hand, in an immediate 
Flight of Poetry. He had Pen and lik brought him ; 
and every Body was grown Impateine for the Product. 
of his Afufe, when he pretented it, in the following 
VERSES. 
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0H” Shame a my medling Sight ; 
Won'd, {bad been All Ear, to Night! 
Sweet is ber Voice, as Flow’rs in June ; 
But ne'er was Face fo out of Tune. 
Lower than Gammut are ber Eyes : 
Her Nofe does above Ela rife! 
Were I to chufe my-feif a Dear, 
Not by my Eye, but by my Ear, 
Here wou'd I fix coud I but woo 
The Sound, without the Subftance too, 
Some (Vomen are All Tongue — and ob ! 
bVhat Foy *twou'd be, were This but fo ! 
Harmonious Gods! to eafe my Mind, 
Or ftrike Her Dumb, or make Me Blind. 





NO fooner had Ned Volatile repeated his VERSES 
but a General Applaufe, of Laughter, was recurn’d 
him by the Company. All but the Widow, the AZgor 
and A%-felf, were extravagantly tranfported with the 
Humour and the Satyr: And Ned was triumphantly 
expanding his Poetry, with an Air of Levity, and Satis- 
fattion; when the Major, to prevent a fecond Read- 
ing,;* of what he faw was di/laftefulto fome Part of 
the ASSEMBLY, began for to fpeak in this 
Manner. 


‘THE Company muft acknowledge, they are 
* oblig’d to Mr. Volatile, for the Pains he is at, to 
“ pleafe them: But, if he were as inclinable to Reafon, 
* as he is to entertain, No Body could convince us 
fooner, that the fine/? Ridicule is to be confidered but 
as Cruelty, where it borrows its Subject from Men's 
Natural Defe&s, or their Miferies, 1 know very 
well, that whatever favours of Infiruétion is offenfive 
in Converfation ; and that nothing is more in/upport- 
able, than a Liberty People take, of Prefcribing Rules 
to all the World. We prefently with to fly the So- 
ciety of rhofe who dogmatize: Fer the Mind of Man 
is Generous, and refifts Truth, or receives it, as it’s 
Approaches are Rude or Gentle. But then, there is 
an equal Inconvenience, in the Contrary Extream: 
And, if we wou'd enjoy Converfation, with a De- 
licacy of Wit, we fhould have Liberty to bound it, 
by the Interpofition of our Fudgment. 


* THE Harmony of this Lady, who has fo agreeably 
entertain'd us, isa Beauty, that might weigh againft 
the Abfence ef other Charms, more frequent and per- 
haps lefs valuable! “Tis the Merherly Indulgence of 
Nature, to rob us of no Benefit, without beftowing 
on us fome other, in a double Proportion. How 
* feldom do we find 4/ Accomplifhments united in the 
“ fame Perfon ? Some are Happy in their Humour, and 
“have their Spirits full cf Fire ; and fwift and fubsit 
* in their Motion. Others, not fo fprightly have a 
* Blood more cold and phlegmatic ; but the Courfe of 
* their Animal Spirits being temperately regulated, they 
* are cautious in Deliberation, ftrong and conftant in 
* Refolution ; and. unfhaken in their Enterprizes. How 
* vifible is this Difference! One is airy and facetious ; 
* the Other thoughtful and judicious. The Wit of Ome 
* is Sharp; the Senfe of the Orher, Solid. 


ee ee ee | 


se 2 HM w 


* I remember ro have feen, during the laft War in 

* Flanders, in a Town where I had my Winter. Quar- 
* ters, a wonderful Example of this Recompence, ob- 
£ ferv'd by Nature. An old Man, who had been born 
* blind, and had always continued fo, had a natural 
“ Sagacity, that was prodigious and {carce credible! A 
‘ Legacy being left him, to the Value of Fifty Psftoles, 
* the poor Man, who had never expected to be Ma- 
© fter of fuch a Sum, was under no {mall Solicitude 
* how to fecure his Poffeffion of it. He derermin’d, 
¢ at laft, todig a Hole in the Cellar, and hide it: 
, Bur ie happen’d, that a Dutch Soldier, who was 
quartered in the Houfe, faw him bury the Parfe, 
and went afterwards and ftole ir. The Blind Man 

* bethinking himfelf of a Place more convenient, re- 
* murn’d, in an Hour or two, and difcover'd his Mis- 
‘ fortune ; for which he contriv’d an ingenious Re- 





* medy, by detefing the Author of it, which he juder, 
* to have been the Dutch Soldier; but the Diffigy : 
* was, How to prove it ? * 


* THEY lay in the fame Room; and, at Night 


‘ when they were in Bed, the Blind Man began, 4,” 
* der Pretence of Friendfhip and Confidence, ro ¢, 
* fult with the Soldier, .concetning a Neceffity whic, 
~ © he faid, he was undef} to bide a buladred’ 
* To fay Truth, added he, I have hid fifty of them, 
“ to Day; and would difpofe of the other Fifty in 1, 
‘ fame Place, to Morrow; only I am defirous to }, 
* fatisfy'd, Whether, in Point of Con/cience, {yc}, ‘ 
* Practice is unlawful ? My Relations being fo exz;., 
* vagant, that they would wajfte it all, if they con) 
* come at ir. 


P ifoles 


‘ THE Soldier {wallowed the Bait, and argued 


‘ like a Ca/fuift, to confirm the Intention ; expe ing, § 


‘ now, to get ital. He role, therefore, betimes, anj 


* going into the Cellar, reftor'd the fifty Pieces to ch. 
‘ Hole, he had taken them from: The Blind Ma, 


* went, afterwards, and recover'd his Money, 43s }, 


‘ expected, by the Succefs of his Stratagem ° 


HERE, the Major clos‘d his Speech; and it wy 
difficult to fay, which had moft pleas'd the H 
His Story, or his Good- Nature? Ned Volatile, himfelf 
tho’ his Vanity was a Isttle fhock’d, felt an Awe, from 
the Vertue, and Plain-Dealing of his Friend; an 
looking generoufly, out of Countenance, told the Maju, 
with a ferious Smile, ‘ That, In Company of te 
* Wife, none are Foolifh, bur the Witty. 


‘ YET, to fhew you, faid he, (by this Time, be. 
* ginning to recover himfelf, That 1 have edified ly 


* your Sermon, 1 will make an honourable Amends 


‘the LADIES, by producing the Example of ; 
4 . . 

Living Glory te their S E X, who has alfo been ple. 
* fant on a matural Defe&, but in a manner, much 
* more Generous. And, fince nothing will fatisfie the 
* Major, but my utmoft Mortification, I will confes 
* too, that her Verfes are a great deal wittier than mine 
* are. She made them, on a Boy that was Dumb, bu 
* of excellent Quickne/s of Parts. And I {peak with 
* the more Pleafure, in Praife of this LADY, becant 
‘I know, I can do nothing, mere acceptable to the 
‘ Major, whom I have often heard declaring him(fel 
© One of Her devoted Admirers. 


ape G2} Sing the Boy, who gage’d and bound, 
Ge. Fdas becs, by Nature, robb'd of Sound. 

Se Tet has foe found a gen'rous Way, 

se.) One Lofs, by many Gifts, to pay. 

} His Voice, indeed, fhe clofe confin'd; 
But biefi'd bim with a {peaking Mind. 
find ev'ry Mufcle of bis Face, 
Difcourfes, with peculiar Grace. 

The LADIES, tatling, o'er their Tea, 
Might learn to charm, 4 copying Thee: 
If Silence, thus, can Man become, 

Al Women Beauties, fhou'd be dumb. 
Then, happy Boy, no more complain, 
Nor think thy Lofs of Speech a Pain; 
Nature has us’d Thee, like good Liquor, 
And cork’d thee, but to make thee quicktt 






THE Major embrac’d Ned Volatile with a fatherly 
Pride and Tendernefs: And there was not One in tht 
Company, who did not think it a Afappinefi, ol 
guilty of a Fault, which had farnifh’d an Opportusl 
of repenting fo gracefully, 
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ERRATA: 

*,." N. B. sn loft Monday's Paper, Page 2. Col. 2 
line 22. inftead of [Determin’d immediately to /eap ™ 
of my Gown, and confefs himfelf No Dofor;} X 
Determin’d immediately [ro compel] him’) to /esp 
of my Gown, and confeis himfeif No Doé#or. 
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